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Canada’s 14 federal, provincial, and territorial jurisdictions are
currently harmonizing high-risk workplace training. Harmonizing

This fast-tracked initiative led by ministers nationwide ensures that Training Standards 1
safety certifications, are easily transferable across provincial borders

without the need for repetitive recertification. Harmonization efforts Fall Protection 2
are targeting employee certifications for fall protection (working at Fall Protection
heights - WAH), mobile elevated work platforms (MEWP), hoisting Instructor Update 3
and rigging, and construction supervisors.

Crossword Puzzle 4
Canada’s provinces and territories plan to create a single nationwide .
standard for workplace training. The plan will see Canada’s federal, Ol REE <
provincial, and territorial jurisdictions harmonize standards for training Staying in Touch 6

by January 1, 2027.

Harmonization of training standards will allow companies with www.ohs reg isty.co m
multi-province or multi-regional operations to streamline competency
profiles and training mobility.

The proposal was put forward by Minister David Piccini and endorsed
by all provinces and territories, along with the federal Secretary of
State for Labour John Zerucelli.

Harmonization Timeline

January 1, 2027: Harmonized certifications and training frameworks
are targeted for: Working at Heights, Mobile Elevating Work Platforms
(MEWPS).

May 1, 2027: Consultations and framework development for:
Hoisting and Rigging, Trenching and Shoring, Construction Workers
(entry-level), and Supervisors.

Existing National Harmonized Standards

While the provinces and territories enforce training requirements
across Canada, several standardized safety frameworks are already
harmonized nationwide such as with WHMIS/GHS and TDG training.
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National Standard

Provinces are expected to adopt
Ontario’s working-at-heights
regulation, according to Minister
David Piccini. “Ontario’s OH&S

standard has been put forward as

the benchmark,” and Piccini said
many provinces already train to
that level informally but have not
yet formalized it in regulation or

policy.

He argued Ontario’s experience
proves the higher bar is justified,
pointing to “a 20 plus percent
reduction in fall types of injuries
and accidents versus a 6%
reduction elsewhere in the
country.” That kind of evidence,
he said, emphasizes the need
for data-driven decision-making.
Ontario’'s MEWP regulation has
also been put forward as the
standard.

The broader statement from the
federal government frames the
initiative as part of a nation
building effort to support major
infrastructure projects and labour
mobility, with co-chairs John
Zerucelli, federal Secretary of
State (Labour), and Quebec
Labour Minister Jean Boulet
highlighting the need to “maintain
high health and safety standards”
while making it easier for workers
to move between jurisdictions.

Piccini acknowledged that most
provinces are starting from
different places and that some
rely on policy not regulation to
align with common standards.
His goal, he said, is for workers
to be trained to one national
specification “such they could
work in any province without any
need for recertification.”
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Minister David Piccini has said
province’s have indicated they
are willing to adopt the regulation
that is perceived as the highest
standard, which appears to be
what will happen with both the
working-at-heights and MEWP
training standards.

The April 10 2026 gathering of
federal, provincial and territorial
labour ministers in Québec City,
produced a work plan that goes
beyond vague statements seen
at similar events. He described
it as a shift from “high-level, sort
of nebulous planning language”
to a detailed roadmap with firm
targets.

Introducing a new program

Fall Protection and Prevention
(working at height for BC).

The Fall Protection program that
is currently being used by fall
protection instructors is to be
replaced by this new program.

Fall Protection and Prevention
(working at height for BC).

Harmonized Jan 2027

All Fall Protection Instructors
are required to complete the
update by January 1 2027.

The Fall Protection student books
currently being used will NOT be
supported after January 1 2027.

What Has Changed

The Hierarchy of Fall Protection
methodology now mirrors
common safety practices for
traditional hazard assessment
and controls, beginning with
elimination and ending with
administrative controls.

The hierarchy of fall protection is
a ranked series of fall protection
solutions ranging in order:
1. Hazard Elimination,
(Change in Procedure)
2. Passive Fall Protection
(Barriers and Guardrails),
3. Active Fall Protection,
(Fall & Travel Restraint)
4. Active Fall Protection,
(Fall Arrest System) and
5. Administrative Controls
(Work Procedures).
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Instructor Update - Fall Pro

Why Do The Update

Canada is creating a new single
nationwide standard for training.
The plan will see Canada’s
federal, provincial, and territorial
jurisdictions harmonize standards
for training by January 1, 2027.

Revisions to Training Books

Revisions have been made

throughout the Fall Protection

and Prevention instructional

materials (Instructor Guide,

PowerPoint Presentation and the

Student Guide).

- Clear objectives for each of the
program segment

* Application of passive and
active fall protection system

* Defined practical skills and
demonstrations

» Update of photos & terminology

Do you have your new training

materials:

« Fall Protection and Prevention
Instructor Guide.

« Fall Protection and Prevention
PowerPoint Presentation
(thumb drive)

« Fall Protection & Prevention
Student book.

Steps to Update

You must presently be registered
with the OH&S Registry as a Fall
Protection Instructor.

Step 1

Study the new Fall Protection
and Prevention Instructor Guide
on your own (self-directed). This
study program will help you to
understand the new instructional
design, administrative guidelines
and content changes in the Fall
Protection and Prevention
Working at Height program.

Step 2

Complete and sign the Instructor
Application found on page 151,
and the Instructor Membership
Agreement found on page 153 of
the instructor guide.

Forward the completed and
signed documentation to:
OH&S Registry
records@ohandscanada.ca

Instructor Update

Having completed this process,
you will receive a recertification
letter from the OH&S Registry
indicating your current teaching
status that will expire on the
same date as your original Fall
Protection certification.

Self-Study Update Limitations
Candidates that only complete
the self-directed study update
process are able to use the new
Version of the training program
materials, however to complete
the requirement for 3-year
recertification, you would need to
complete the required 3-year
Instructor monitoring.

The instructor monitoring form
is to be forwarded to the OH&S
Registry for processing of an
instructors 3-year recertification
status.

Additional Information

If you require more information
or have questions about the new
Fall Protection and Prevention
program, or the update process,
contact the OH&S Registry.

We appreciate your decision to
update your instructor status for
registration as a Fall Protection
& Prevention instructor.
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Puzzle Ansuers

Here are the answers to the

June lIssue of the Safety
Matters Crossword Puzzle.

Wildfire

Across

4. Duff

5. Patrol

8. Ignition

9. Litter

13. Response
15. Fuel

16. Risk

17. Incident
19. Contained

Down

1. Parattack
2. Wildfire
3. Bucket

6. Rapattack
7. Candling
10. Fireline
11. Prescribed
12. Guard
14. Slash
18. Rank

Upcoming challenge solve
the Crossword Puzzle on
the next page Play Now!
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Fall Protection & Prevention Terminology Crossword

The OHS Registry crossword puzzles are ideal for
people who love words, general knowledge, and testing their problem
solving skills. So, what are you waiting for?

10 11

12 |13

14

15 16

17 18
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Fall Protection and Prevention Terminology Crossword

Select a clue from the ‘across’ or ‘down’ lists. Think up possible answers to the clue. Each
across and down clue is assigned a unique number. This number corresponds to the
number for its answer in the grid. Words in the crossword puzzle will cross each other, this
is the source of inspiration for the name of the game, crossword!

Who can complete the crossword challenge. Save your progress, the correct answers to the
crossword challenge will be revealed in the next issue of

2. A deceleration device which travels on a lifeline and automatically, by friction, engages the lifeline
and locks so as to arrest the fall.

5. A secure point of attachment for lanyard that is structurally sound point capable of withstanding
the impact loads of a fall.

8. A personal fall system that securely catches a worker after a fall has occurred, stopping them.

9. A type of absorber that limits the amount of force a person feels if they are involved in a fall.

10. The vertical fall distance a worker drops from the moment they lose their footing before the fall
arrest system begins to activate and slow them down.

12. Acronym for device with a drum-wound line that dispenses and retracts its line and arrest the fall.

15. Alink with a gate used to connect components of a personal fall protection system.

16. The fall arrest system has worked, and the worker is hanging in a harness.

17. A device used to couple parts of the personal fall arrest system and positioning device systems.

18. Acronym for the complete fall arrest system, anchorage, connecting lanyard), and body harness.

1. This is any fall protection system that is fixed, unmoving, and requires no human interaction once
installed. Examples include a guard rail system, barricade, or safety net.
2. Passive engineering controls like physical barriers that protect workers by blocking the fall hazard.
3. A type of fall when someone falls from a fixed anchorage and move in a pendulum-like motion.
4. Aflexible line used to connect a worker’s body harness to an anchorage, deceleration device,
horizontal lifeline, or another lifeline system.
5. A type of fall system that requires direct worker participation and specialized PPE to function.
6. Minimum vertical distance required beneath a worker to stop a fall without striking a lower level.
7. The part of a fall system that connects to an anchor. On the other end, they connect to the user
through a rope grab (fall arrester) and lanyard, which connects to the full-body harness.
11. The wearable support device designed to distribute the impact forces of a fall safely across the
thighs, pelvis, and shoulders, with provision for attaching a lanyard, or lifeline.
13. What a work positioning or a travel restriction system does to prevent a worker from traveling
to an edge from which the worker could fall.
14. A type of restraint system rigged to physically restrict a worker’s movement, keeping them from
moving towards or reaching an unguarded edge.
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https://www.ohsregistry.com s

The OH&S Registry website
makes it easy for our clients, “-*

partners, our instructors and any
visitors who are looking to better
understand the breadth of the
OH&S Registry services.

The website includes drop-down
menus for registry services that
OHA&S offers, information about
how to become an instructor,
latest teaching standards,
frequently asked question,
access to the safety programs
catalogue, the monthly Safety
Matters newsletter and we

A safer future doesn’t happen by
chance. It takes leadership to
guide workers towards safer
outcomes. You can make a
difference whether you come

ngia’lﬁo :;‘r#]‘zgifoxeacoﬁinty to the OH&S Registry wanting 2026 e-Catalogue is Available
u ui )
rea)clj g a to connect your company with Are you ready to tap into a wider

' professional safety services and network of training programs. Get
There’s a whole host of safety pro?(fam.s’ qr%/vhel;ther yofu arz access to 100% of the OH&S safety
articles to make the experience ~ SSSKINg Insight about safety best  training programs by simply sending an
better for you. We encourage you pra?t'ces and |n‘dustry.trends. e-mail and asking for a FREE copy of the
all to explore the resources We've ngt Y?U'db&‘l(?k: V\k’)e want  OH&S training course library !
available through OH&S Registry 7OU' S@/ety leaders to be : :
membership. successful! info@ohsregistry.com

For more Information - -
Point your smartphone camera at Stayl n g I ﬂ TO U C h
this QR code and take a picture to

be redirected to the OH&S Registry We want you to be aware that you always have the opportunity to
Website. www.ohsregistry.com opt-out from receiving OH&S Regjistry electronic communications.

To opt-out, simply call the OH&S Registry at 778.957.6407 or email
info@ohsregistry.com and ask to be taken off the OH&S Registry

Membership email list.
The OH&S Registry will never sell or rent your email address and should
- you decide that you no longer want to receive further electronic
" communications we will accommodate your decision to “unsubscribe”.

We trust you will choose to continue to receive the OH&S Sa{f@h/
Matters newsletters and other promotional materials so you can
stay up to date on new programs, best practice tips, and other OH&S
Registry news.
We appreciate your business, and look forward to working with you to
achieve your safety training goals. Thank you for being a subscriber!

A

% Head Office 825 —B Laval Crescent Kamloops, BC V2C 5P2
Western Region ph: 778.957.6407 Eastern Region ph: 647.250.7646



